








7  �Q  Ken Monteith, Class of ’57, was  

recognized with the Farm Credit Canada 

(FCC) alumnus lifetime achievement award. 

The award was presented by Gary Paling, 

FCC and foundation vice-chair, at the  

graduation ceremonies at Ridgetown and was 

accompanied by a donation of $5,000 to the 

new Student Service and Recruitment Centre.

8  �Q  Ridgetown graduates celebrate at 

the Graduation Garden Party on June 4.

9  �Q  Award recipients were invited to the 

annual OAC convocation awards luncheon.

10  �Q  Ryan Greidanus, B.Sc. (Agr.), 

received three awards, including the  

Class of ’51 Leadership Prize, the  

Intervet Canada Poultry Health Prize  

and the R.J. Watford Prize. He is  

pictured with Prof. Gregoy Bedecarrats, 

animal and poultry science, and under-

graduate awards co-ordinator.

11  �Q  At Kemptville, the OMAFRA  

Leadership Prize was presented to  

Cassandra Hollingsworth, a graduate of 

the agriculture diploma program, on behalf 

of the Honorable Carol Mitchell by Karen 

�*�O�H�U�����J�O�P�L�M���H�K�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�H�[�P�]�L���V�M�Ä�J�L�Y���H�Z�Z�P�Z�[�H�U�[��

deputy minister, research and corporate 

services division, Ontario Ministry of  

Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.

12  �Q  From left: Alfred grads Vanessa 

Mallish (agriculture), Valérie Reber  

(agriculture) and Marie-Pier Lalonde  

(food and risk management) are ready  

to take on the world. 
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Like any healthy 30-year-old, 

Campus d’Alfred has energy and joie 

de vivre, and stands proud of the 

mark it is making in the world.

From its founding in 1981 as the 

Collège de technologie agricole et 

alimentaire d’Alfred, to its present 

incarnation as one of OAC’s regional 

campuses, Campus d’Alfred has 

earned a well-established reputation 

for courses in agriculture and nutri-

tion. Areas of specialization include 

a Centre for Organic Dairy Research 

and research in forestry and maple 

syrup.

Campus d’Alfred attracts fran-

cophone students from all over 

the world, and Alfred alumni (or 

« anciens ») are working worldwide.

“Many of our alumni are work-

ing abroad,” says Renée Bergeron, 

campus director. “The world has a 

great need for skilled technicians in 

international development. The global 

economy offers many opportunities.”

To meet this demand, certificate 

programs include landscape and  

horticultural studies, food service, 

dairy herd worker and veterinary 

office administration. The campus 

provides a veterinary technology 

program in partnership with Sudbury-

based Collège Boréal, and this  

year undertook an agreement  

with l’Université de Laval, allowing 

students in the nutrition and food 

safety program to continue their 

studies at Laval. 

Celebrations of the 30th anni-

versary will kick off Sept. 22 at the 

International Plowing Match, an event 

to be held in nearby Prescott-Russell 

from Sept. 20 to 24 that is expected  

to draw more than 100,000 visitors.

Félicitations au  
Campus d’Alfred on  
your 30th anniversary

Awards Recognize
Academic Achievement
May 28 was a day of new beginnings 

for 79 students at Campus d’Alfred who 

received their diplomas in the presence 

of Robert Gordon, dean of OAC; Rene 

Van Acker, associate dean (external rela-

tions); Jonathan Schmidt, associate dean 

(academic); Beverley Hale, associate dean 

(research); Renée Bergeron, director of 

Campus d’Alfred; Chantal Théorêt, direc-

tor of Campus New Liskeard of Collège 

Boréal; and other distinguished guests. 

The students could hardly remain 

in their seats as they waited to receive 

their diplomas and be congratulated by 

Gordon and Bergeron. 

Outstanding academic performance 

and leadership abilities were recognized 

as 40 bursaries were awarded. Linda 

Ouimet and Marie Pier Lalonde from 

the food and risk management program 

were enroled on the director’s list for 

their academic excellence.

Dominic Léveillé, who graduated in 

the agricultural technology program, 

returned to the family farm in Earlton, 

Ont., with four prestigious bursaries: 

the Farm Credit Canada award for his 

farm business plan project; the Ontario 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Affairs  award for leadership abilities and 

academic achievement; the Royal Bank 

of Canada Agriculture Business Centre 

award for good academic performance in 

management; and the Philippe Durocher 

trophy for his social skills and academic 

performance. Recipients of this trophy 

are chosen by their peers.
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One-third of Kemptville 
Students Graduate  
with Distinction
Kemptville Campus celebrated its 93rd 

graduation ceremony on May 27. One 

hundred and twenty-two students made 

the traditional walk across the stage 

to accept diplomas and certificates 

marking successful completion of stud-

ies ranging from crop management to 

industrial welding. The event also rec-

ognized the 25 second-year students in 

the bachelor of bio-resource manage-

ment (equine management major) who 

will continue their studies at the Guelph 

campus this fall.

Akaash Maharaj, chief executive  

officer of Equine Canada, was the 

keynote speaker at the ceremony. A 

Canadian graduate of Oxford University, 

in addition to international accomplish-

ments as an equestrian, Maharaj has 

had a distinguished career in civil  

diplomacy. 

While sharing his belief that we are at 

a turning point in history, he congratu-

lated the graduates’ vocational choices, 

saying: “It’s a path that allows you to 

make a very real  and very rare contribu-

tion to our country.”

Julie Ann McInnes, a graduate of  

the food, nutrition and risk management  

program, was the recipient of the 2011 

Governor General’s Bronze Medal, 

awarded each year to the diploma  

student with the highest cumulative 

average.

More than one-third of the Class  

of 2011 graduated with distinction, 

meaning they attained marks of 80 per 

cent or higher in their chosen stud-

ies. Members of the class came from 

coast to coast to study at Kemptville, 

with graduates from British Columbia, 

Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and 

Nova Scotia. 

Careers in agricultural production and 

management, institutional food and the 

horse industry await both diploma and 

certificate holders.

The 59th annual spring convocation 

held on June 3 was the largest gradu-

ating class Ridgetown Campus has 

ever had. The 303 graduates from 

diploma and certificate programs in 

agriculture, horticulture, environmen-

tal management, veterinary technol-

ogy, performance horse handler and 

veterinary medical office administra-

tion celebrated with family, friends 

and instructional staff. The large class 

is a result of increased enrolments in 

several program areas, especially the 

agriculture diploma program.

Dean Robert Gordon, who pre-

sented graduates with their certifi-

cates and diplomas, notes: “It was a 

pleasure to personally congratulate 

these students on the successful 

completion of their studies, and I 

wish them much success in their 

chosen fields. We know they will 

make a positive difference in the 

communities in which they will live 

and work.”

Gerald Backx of Grand Bend 

was valedictorian. Backx, an agri-

culture diploma student, is currently 

employed at Ridgetown’s Huron 

Research Station in Exeter as an 

agronomy technician supporting the 

research program of David Hooker.

Ben Arnold, Class of ’99 and 

senior manager, agribusiness sales 

for CASCO Inc., addressed the 

graduating class. Arnold took a 

strong interest in agricultural market-

ing as a student and has developed 

a successful career in agribusiness. 

In support of his alma mater, he 

has recently joined the Ridgetown 

Campus Agri-Food Foundation 

board.

“We want our graduates to see 

this special day as just the beginning 

of their lifelong learning process,  

and we look forward to their trans-

formation from students to alumni,” 

says Art Schaafsma, Ridgetown 

Campus director.

Class of 2011 is Largest  
in Ridgetown’s History

From left: Rob Gordon, OAC dean; Ben Arnold, senior sales manager,  

CASCO; and Art Schaafsma, Ridgetown Campus director. Arnold,  

a Ridgetown alumnus, Class of 1999, was Ridgetown’s 2011 graduation 

guest speaker.



For many decades, OAC alumni have  

been honouring a significant anniversary 

milestone by creating a class project. 

These projects take many forms, and 

recently many have focused on support 

for students — undergraduate, diploma 

and graduate. This is a wonderful way 

for alumni to leave a class legacy and an 

incredible gift to our future alumni.  

Here are some highlights of class  

projects started in 2010/2011:

OAC ’60 Leadership  
Development Award
Project:  The OAC ’60 Leadership  

Development Award will establish a  

perpetual award to encourage outstanding 

graduate students at OAC to undertake 

studies and research that link and support 

food security, sustainability, healthy diets 

and a healthy planet, fair trade and human 

development. 

The OAC ’60 Leadership Development 

Award will also enhance the leadership 

potential of Canadian scholars and practi-

tioners to bring benefits to Canada and the 

global community.

OAC ’64 Ontario  
Graduate Student Award
Project: OAC ’64 will raise funds to  

establish a post-graduate scholarship to 

be awarded to a deserving student whose 

research in an agricultural and/or environ-

mental discipline will help to create a better 

tomorrow. This award will be an Ontario 

Graduate Student Award (OGS).

Kenneth W. Knox Scholarship
(Under the OAC Learning Trust)
Project:  An endowment to support three 

awards (diploma, undergraduate and 

graduate) to enrich the student experience 

and provide opportunities for tomorrow’s 

leaders to look beyond the boundaries of 

discipline to solve complex problems and 

rise to future challenges. These funds were 

matched by the University of Guelph’s 

ACCESS funding.

OAC ’84 gift to the OAC 
Food Leadership Fund
Project:  The OAC Food Leadership  

Fund provides strategic support for 

research, networking and knowledge 

exchange that will help OAC continue to  

be a world leader in food research.

Classes with new projects  
starting in 2011/2012 include: 
OAC ’71/’72, OAC ’80, OAC ’65, OAC ’61, 

OAC ’62 and OAC ’89.

For more information on class projects, 

contact Morag Stewart at 519-824-4120, 

Ext. 54601, or mostewar@uoguelph.ca.

2011/2012 OAC Alumni  
Association Board  
of Directors
Honourary President		
Rob Gordon, Dean, OAC
Past President
Andrew Bowman, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’07
President 
Rob Hall, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’84
1st Vice President
Peter Warmels, B.Sc. ’79
2nd Vice President
Dr. Angela Tellez, PhD ’09
Secretary
Kim McCaw, B.Sc. ’03
Treasurer 
Terri Lang, B.Comm. ’99
OAC AA Coordinator	
Laura McDonald, B.Comm. ’02
Senate Representative 
Ted Young, ADA ’85

OAC Alumni Association  
President’s Advisory  
Council 
Three Year Term
Matt Cole, B.Comm. ’04	
Peter Ilnyckyj, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’78
Shannon McCarthy, B.Sc. ’05
Stefanie Nagelschmitz, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’09
Vacant

Two Year Term
Sara Avoledo, B.Comm. ’03
Matt Grant, Agr. (Dip.) ’01
Anna Ilnyckyj, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’84
Ryan Stafford, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’10
Vacant

One Year Term
Phil Boyd, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’80
Mike MacFarland, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’91
Amie Melynchuk, B.Sc. (Env.) ’09
Tom Tregunno, ADA ’04, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’07
Vacant

Student Federation of OAC
Kevin Robson
Graduate Student Represenative
Heather Engbers, B.Sc. (Env.) ’07
OAC Alumni Foundation Chair
Linda Hruska, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’85 and M.Agr. ’88,
Joint Investment Committee Chair
William Bearss, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’71
JIC Representatives
Andrew Bowman, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’07
Brian Ellsworth, BSA ’59
Ove Hanson, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’91
Don McCallum, B.Sc. (Agr.) ’72

OAC Alumni Manager
Morag Stewart  
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Alumni Giving

Where in the world? 
We’re interested in where our alumni  

have ended up. Whether your name is 

Waldo or not, we’d like to find you for  

an upcoming feature in OAC Alumni  

News. Please contact Morag Stewart  

at mostewar@uoguelph.ca to share  

stories and pictures of where you are 

and what you're doing.

Bonspiel Volunteers
We are looking forward to our next 

bonspiel event scheduled for March  

23 and 24, 2012. We need alumni  

volunteers. Get involved in the planning 

to ensure we give our alumni the best 

possible experience. Please contact 

Morag Stewart at 519-824-4120, Ext. 

54601 or mostewar@uoguelph.ca. 

Upcoming events: 
September 24: Homecoming 

January 2012: OAC Career Events

March 23 and 24, 2012:  

OAC AA Bonspiel


